Daily Eastern News: July 03, 2008 by Eastern Illinois University
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
July 2008
7-3-2008
Daily Eastern News: July 03, 2008
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2008_jul
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2008 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in July by an authorized administrator
of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Eastern Illinois University, "Daily Eastern News: July 03, 2008" (2008). July. 2.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2008_jul/2
"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID" WWW.DENNEWS.COM 
The DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, CHARLESTON 
THURSDAY I 7.3.08 
Students pick up tab 
late Illinois budget 
may cost Eastern its 
increase, force tuition 
to cover the difference 
By Rick Kambic 
Editor-In-Chief 
1he July 1 deadline has come and 
gone without a new state budget 
being signed into law. After threats 
of cuts by Governor Rod Blagojevich 
and his recalling the General Assem-
bly back into session, Eastern's 2.8 
percent increase in state allocations 
may not be a reality. 
1he 2.8 percent, as suggest-
ed by the General Assembly, would 
have equated to approximately 
$1,377,000, but Blagojevich's pro-
posed budget proposed a zero per-
cent increase. 
"1hey would be used to fund the 
president's priorities of enhancing 
service and leadership oppornmities 
for students; fine arts programming 
and outreach; student abroad oppor-
tunities; and the honors program," 
said Jeff Cooley, vice president for 
Business Affairs. 
1he fiscal year 2009 proposed 
increase in appropriations would be 
just under the increase of$1,579,700 
from the past two years combined. 
While talking of an increase in 
appropriations instead of cuts is 
promising to university administra-
tors, Eastern is still receiving approx-
imately $5.6 million less than in fis-
cal year 2002. 
"Because of the relative decline 
in state funding for the past sever-
al years, or only modest increases in 
the past couple of years, universities 
have increasingly had to turn to stu-
dents to generate the revenue to sus-
tain operations and maintain quali-
ty of academic programs," said Don 
Severner, Ulinois Board of Higher 
Education deputy director for Exter-
nal Relations. 
Cooley is the first to say that costs 
for gasoline, electric and food for 
residence halls have climbed expo-
nentially over the years to impact 
Eastern's expenses. However, Cool-
ey is following suite in recognizing 
that bad blood in Springfield may be 
local- Other 
22\ 
20% 
causing some of the fiscal problems. 
"I think politics do play a part in 
this," Cooley said. "I think in order 
to address some of those shortfalls, 
higher education really took a hit 
and was looked upon to help fund 
some other areas in government. I 
think that's evident when you look 
at appropriations." 
Blagojevich's office did not return 
numerous phone calls and e-mails 
that requested comments on high-
er education funding. Rep. Chap-
in Rose, R- Mahomet, has publicly 
accused Blagojevich of having poor 
communication and relationships 
with other state leaders. Rose also 
said it's no coincidence that the large 
reductions to higher education fund-
ing occurred the very year Blagojev-
ich took office. 
Appropriations in fiscal year 2002 
were $55,274,300 and dropped to 
$51,883,000 in fiscal year 2003. 
"Usually the governor's propos-
al is what happens in the end, it can 
deviate a lirtle bit," former governor 
Jim Edgar said. "With our last two 
governors, higher education has not 
been a high priority. When you have 
limited resources, as we do now, and 
your not a high priority, then you 
don't do very well." 
Fiscal year 2008 was the first 
time ever that Eastern's generat-
ed tuition income surpassed state 
appropriations. Ulinois appropri-
ated $49,189,200 to the universi-
ty this year and tuition generated 
$49,494,000. 
"I think one of the reasons it's not 
a high priority to the governor or the 
former governor is politically, higher 
education doesn't have the clout that 
elementary and secondary education 
does because of how many people 
are affected," Edgar said. "You have 
the teachers union, the lEA, which 
is an extremely effective political 
force and you don't really have that 
in higher education. Some of the 
community colleges are represented 
by the lEA." 
According to Blagojevich's pro-
posed budget, Eastern's appropria-
tions would remain the same as this 
year and student tuition would need 
to generate $57,281,000. 
» SEE TAB, PAGES 
The charts represent incoming revenue for fiscal year 2002 and 2009. 
Et Sl'ERN ILLINOIS 
. 
FUNDING OVER THE YEARS 
I 
Eastern's state appropriations are listed in the left 
column as income generated from tuition is listed 
in the right column. 
Former governor Jim Edgar was in office from 
1991 until1999 when George Ryan succeeded 
him until 2003. Governor Rod Blagojevich took 
office in 2003. 
• Fiscal year 2008---$49,189,200---$49,494,000 
• Fiscal year 2007---$48,282,800--- $46,042,200 
• Fiscal year 2006---$47,609,500---$41,179,300 
• Fiscal year 2005--$47,609,500---$38,428,300 
I 
• Fiscal year 2004---$47,609,500---$35,234,000 
• Fiscal year 2003---$51,883,000---$32,280,500 
• Fiscal year 2002--- $55,274,300---$26,718,000 
• Fiscal year 2001---$50,908,700---$25,483,700 
• Fiscal year 2000---$47,628,400---$25,314,700 
• Fisf al year 1999---$44,957,800---$23,709,700 
• Fisf al year 1998--$41,870,400--- $22,344,900 
• Fiscal year 1997--$39,677,600---$21,550,200 
Information from Illinois Board of Higher Education 
Re~enue Bond 
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Governor 
calls 
special 
• sess1on on 
Ill. budget 
The Associated Press 
CHICAGO --- Ulinois Gover-
nor Rod Blagojevich is calling a spe-
cial session on the state's huge bud-
get problem. 
Blagojevich on Wednesday called 
for legislators to return to Spring-
field next week, July 9th and lOth, 
to work out a budget for the fiscal 
year that's already started. 
Legislators have approved a bud-
get that would spend fur more than 
state government will take in. Blago-
jevich estimates the deficit is $2 bil-
lion. 
He wants legislators to approve 
several measures to cut costs and 
raise revenue. They include taking 
money from special funds and using 
a complex borrowing plan to cut 
pension costs. 
State misses 
deadline to 
close Pontiac 
• pnson 
The Associated Press 
SPRINGFIELD --- A state sen-
ator says the Ulinois Department of 
Corrections has missed a deadline to 
file paperwork outlining its plan to 
close the aging Pontiac Correction-
al Center. 
State Senator Dan Rutherford 
says the agency knew a month and 
a half ago it needed to file the papers 
to comply with a state law governing 
the closure or move of state facilities. 
The Corrections Department 
blames the error on budget gridlock 
in Springfield and has asked for a 
two-week extension on the report. 
The agency proposed closing 
the maximum-security facility after 
shelving plans to shurter a similar 
unit in Joliet. 
Some have questioned whether it's 
political payback by Governor Rod 
Blagojevich's administration for law-
makers who supported a failed recall 
measure aimed at the governor. 
ENTERTAINMENT 
WEATHER THIS WEEK 
SATURDAY 
THURSDAY 
77° 163° 
Thunder-
storms 83°164° 
Make sure your Fourth of July Weekend plans 
include a back-up for rain. Storms will be in 
the area today and Friday, with partly cloudy 
conditions on Saturday. The rain will break for 
the weekend and start again on Monday. 
No joke: Ledger's Batman villain has Oscar shot 
The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES---- Ledger's per-
formance in "lhe Dark Knight" is 
so remarkable that next Jan. 22, the 
one-year anniversary of his death, he 
could become the seventh actor in 
Oscar history to earn a posthumous 
nomination. 
"I do think that Heath has created 
an iconic villain that will stand for 
the ages, and of course, I would love 
to see him get an award," said Chris-
tian Bale, who reprises his "Batman 
Begins" role as the tormented crime 
fighter. "But you know, to me, you 
can witness his talent, celebrate his 
talent within this movie. Anything 
else is gravy." 
Superhero flicks usually are not 
the stuff Oscar dreams are made 
o£ Yet Ledger delivered so far be-
yond anyone's expectations that he 
could end up as the second actor to 
win Hollywood's top honor after his 
death. 
PHOTO OF THE DAY 
"He may be the first actor since 
Peter Finch. He may even win the 
damn thing," said Gary Oldman, 
who co-stars as noble cop Jim Gor-
don in "The Dark Knight," which 
hits theaters July 18. 
Finch is the only person to win 
posthumously, earning the best-ac-
tor prize for 1976's "Network'' two 
months after he died. 
News of Ledger's death at age 
28 from an accidental dmg over-
dose broke just hours after the Os-
car nominations were announced 
last January, darkening what nor-
mally is one of Hollywood's happiest 
days. lhe nominations next year fall 
on the same date because they were 
moved back two days from their tra-
ditional Tuesday announcement to 
avoid conflicting with the presiden-
tial inauguration. 
With nothing remotely like the 
maniacal Joker among his credits be-
forehand, Ledger had been a surpris-
ing choice to funs, some feeling he 
was too young, others sensing he 
would not live up to the campy but 
earnest performance Nicholson gave 
in 1989's "Batman." (The role earned 
Nicholson a Golden Globe nomina-
tion, though he did not make the 
Oscar cut.) 
As filming progressed last year, 
word began leaking from the set 
about the feverishly psychotic per-
sona Ledger was creating. 
With a marketing campaign heav-
ily focused on the Joker, the movie 
trailers that followed presented a 
Joker with sloppy, ominous clown 
makeup that looked as though it had 
been applied in a windstorm. The 
brief footage revealed a character 
whose cackling humor cannot con-
ceal the malevolent soul beneath. 
"Whatever Heath channeled into, 
he's found something quite extraor-
dinary," Oldman said. "It's arguably 
one of the greatest screen villains I 
think I've ever seen." 
Mom of alleged Lohan 
sister 'wanted it exposed' 
Walking Proud The Associated Press LOS ANGELES--- The 
father of a 13-year-old girl 
who may be Lindsay Le-
han's half-sister said the 
family went public with the 
story after Lohan's father, 
Michael, repeatedly refused 
to provide support. 
from her while incarcerated 
on drunk driving charges. 
Lohan acknowledged hav-
ing a sexual relationship 
with Kaufmann while he 
was separated from wife 
Dina Lohan 13 years ago. 
ASH LEI MALT MAN I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Participants celebrate the 39th annual Gay Pride 
Parade in Chicago on Sunday, June 29. 
The girl's family is look-
ing into legal options to pur-
sue once they establish that 
Michael Lohan is the father, 
Daryl Kaufmann said in a 
phone interview. He said his 
wife, Kristi, had been try-
ing to get Michael Lohan to 
support their daughter for 
years. 
"She had enough," 
Kaufmann said of his wife 
when reached by telephone 
at their home in Florence, 
Mont. "She just wanted it 
exposed. So he's going to 
end up having to do some-
thing." 
Michael Lohan told re-
porters Friday he learned of 
Kaufmann's claim after re-
ceiving letters and photos 
WHAT THE •.. I WEIRD, UNEXPECTED, BIZARRE NEWS 
0 K! magazine first re-
ported Kaufmann's claim 
Friday. Daryl Kaufmann 
said his wife called and e-
mailed several magazines in 
an attempt to expose Lohan 
as the father of her daughter. 
Kaufmann said OK! was the 
only publication to respond 
to her messages and did not 
pay for the story or photos 
of Ashley. 
Michael Lohan acknowl-
edged on Friday there was a 
resemblance in the photos 
of Ashley to his daughters. 
He said he has taken a 
paternity test and will take 
responsibiliry for the child if 
he is proved to be the bio-
logical father. 
It was not clear when the 
results would come back. 
New Zealand man's soul up for auction 
The Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand- A New Zealand 
man has put his soul up for auction to the highest bid-
der, noting that it is "a merry old soul" rather than a 
"funk soul brother" but that he "would like to think 
there is a bit of funk in there somewhere." 
Walter Scott, 24, put his soul up for sale on New 
Zealand Internet auction site TradeMe, and so far has 
received more than 100 expressions of interest. 
Bids in the auction, which was to close llmrsday, 
had reached $189late Wednesday. 
Scott said he had been thinking about selling his 
soul for ages. 
"I can't see it, touch it or feel it, but I can sell it, so 
I'm going to palm it off to the highest bidder," he said. 
Advice from a lawyer was that the winning bidder 
would not be entitled to anything but Scott's soul and 
would not be able to own or control him in any way, 
he said. 
The successful bidder will receive a framed deed of 
"soul ownership," Scott said. 
TradeMe business manager Michael O'Donnell 
said the auction complied with the site's mles because 
a physical object - the deed of ownership - would 
change hands. 
"I think he has entered into the spirit of the (online) 
community (and) he's also responded to our request to 
have a physical thing for sale and he's put together a 
nice looking deed for ownership," O 'Donnell said. 
In 2001, 20-year-old U.S. universiry student Adam 
Burde tried unsuccessfully to sell his soul on auction 
Web site eBay. 
Bidding had reached $400 before the auction was 
pulled from the site, with the company mling some-
thing tangible needed to swap hands. 
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Charleston to the rescue 
Local officials help 
flooded communities 
Ashlei Maltman 
City Reporter 
With the flooding of the Mis-
sissippi River, the Illinois Incident 
Management Team was sent to help 
affected areas. 
Kris Phipps, Charleston fire chief, 
Pat Goodwin, assistant fire chief, 
and Gary Hanebrin.k, safety officer 
at Eastern, are all a part of the Coles 
County Incident Management Team 
and were sent to provide assistance 
in Quincy and Alton. 
"lhe team is a state resource 
trained to operate and assist in man-
aging an incident or event," Hane-
brinksaid. 
To join the Incident Manage-
ment Team, Phipps, Goodwin, and 
Hanebrink took classes for personal 
interest. Goodwin and Phipps were 
already partially involved with the 
National Incident Management Sys-
tem. They then took more classes 
to be on the Incident Management 
Team. 
Phipps was sent to Alton to help 
with the planning and forming of 
an incident action plan. These plans 
include evacuation procedures and 
the monitoring of the levies. 
The incident action plans spell 
out who on the response teams 
would be doing what, when, where, 
the working hours, and how they are 
going to get to the designated area, 
Goodwin said. 
"Basically there were a lot of 
meetings," Phipps said. "We didn't 
really get our hands dirty. We were 
writing the incident action plans." 
There were three briefings a day 
in Alton, and Phipps' job was to help 
make plans from the briefings. 
"It was good training that you 
couldn't get out of a classroom or 
book," Phipps said. It was very valu-
able and a great experience." 
Hanebrink and Goodwin were 
both deployed to Quincy. They 
developed plans to distribute water 
to the cities' 50,000 citizens. Hane-
brink's job was to monitor the safe-
ty of volunteers, the National Guard 
and incoming resources from Rock 
Island County to Calhoun County. 
"I felt like I did some good," 
Hanebrink said. "We were working 
with a state agency, providing the 
best case scenarios for safety issues 
and hazardous conditions." 
When Hanebrink first arrived, 
there were 16 people helping in 
Quincy. There were 66 people at the 
scene when he was permitted to go 
home. 
"I was taken by the support of 
the citizens," Hanebrink said. "Many 
helped fill sandbags, along with 
trucks from Springfield and firefight-
ers from Champaign." 
Goodwin was deployed Sun-
day, June 14, and spent a week in 
Quincy. His job was with planning 
and logistics. He worked with the 
Red Cross, police departments, fire 
departments, corps of engineers, the 
National Guard and Public Health. 
The height of the water at Quin-
cy is not as much of a concern now 
as the duration the water has been 
up on the levies, Goodwin said. The 
water has been at that height for so 
long that the levies are becoming 
saturated, which increases the chanc-
es of failure. 
"There was a lot of coordination, 
a lot of hard work, and thousands 
of workers and responders," Good-
win said. "There were many groups 
of people and it takes all the sections 
to put things together." 
They made evacuation plans for 
places such as nursing homes, and 
dealt with water supply issues, such 
as distribution. They also had plans 
for fire emergencies because if the 
water plant went under, there would 
be no hydrants working in Quincy. 
"It was a lot of phones, paper-
work and computers for me," Good-
win said. 
The city of Quincy is about 150 
feet above the river and made an ide-
al spot for hotels and meeting areas, 
Goodwin said. There were briefings 
twice a day and many put in 12 to 
13-hour days. 
Phipps and Goodwin both went 
to New Orleans for two weeks after 
Hurricane Katrina. 
'1t ranks right up close to being 
as bad an incident as New Orleans," 
Goodwin said. 
New Orleans, Alton, and Quincy 
have been the only places they have 
been needed so fur, but they are pre-
pared whenever they might be called 
to action. 
Ashlei Maltman can be reached 
at 581-7942 or can be reached at 
anmaltman@eiu.edu. 
Contractors to have increased wages 
City Council approves 
Illinois Department 
of Labor's set workers 
earnings 
Ashlei Maltman 
City Reporter 
Charleston contractors have 
something to look forward to with 
the increase in Ulinois wage rates. 
During Tuesday's City Council 
meeting, the council approved the 
prevailing wage rates as set by the 
Illinois Department of Labor. 
The prevailing wage rates are set 
for contract jobs, based on the union 
scale, for public projects such as the 
construction on City Hall. 
"The city must pay (the wage 
rates to) any worker for capital 
improvement to the City of Charles-
ton," Brian Bower, city attorney, 
said. 
The wage is based on union scale, 
but the contractor does not have to 
be in a union. The City still must 
pay them the wage rates for any pub-
lic improvement jobs. 
The top three highest paid con-
tractors are Machinists at $38.39 per 
hour, Plumbers at $35.96 per hour 
and Elevator Constructors at $35.62 
per hour. 
The lowest paid are Operating 
Engineers at $19.65 per hour, Asbes-
tos ABT-MEC at $20.80 per hour, 
and Electric Power Technicians at 
ERIN MATHENY I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
To test people's blood alcohol content in the field, officers use the stan-
dardized field sobriety test notebook and the portable breath test. "It's 
not the official test we use in jail to determine the blood alcohol level, 
but if you fail some of the tests for balance, this will let us know if you 
are safe to be driving;• said University Police Officer Ryan Risinger. 
$21.09 per hour. 
The council also approved the 
sale of surplus equipment, a 1965 
Massey Ferguson Tractor. 
"The tractor was used for utility 
and miscellaneous work around the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant many 
years ago," Curt Buescher, director 
of public works, said. 
"It has been sitting around the 
plant not getting used much in the 
last five years." 
The city has a backhoe from 
another public works department 
that has more uses around the plant, 
Buescher said. 
"We want to sell the little trac-
tor because we don't use it anymore 
and it is worth something to some-
one else as a utility tractor or as an 
antique," Buescher said. 
The tractor will be advertised on 
Ebay, in the public paper, and to 
the Antique Tractor Club Circular. 
It will be sold to the highest bidder, 
Mayor John Inyart said. 
Also at the meeting, the council 
placed on file a resolution for street 
closures for the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica SoapBox Derby for Aug. 2. 
The activity would take place on 
8th Street, from Jackson to VanBu-
ren, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Last year, there were concerns 
with public bathrooms. The board 
has tabled this decision until it can 
be worked out. 
Ashki Maltman can be reached at 
581-7942 or at anmaltman@eiu.edu. 
Drunk driving crackdown 
Officers to send special 
patrols on July 4 
By Bob Bajek 
Sports Reporter 
When people attend social gath-
erings on July 4, they better watch 
how much they drink before they go 
behind the wheel. 
The Charleston Police depart-
ment and Eastern's University Police 
Department are collaborating to 
combat drunk driving. 
"We will show zero tolerance," 
UPD Officer Ryan Risinger said. 
According to various studies, July 
4 is the second deadliest day of the 
year on America's roadways. 
In 2006, 27 percent of all driv-
ers involved in traffic crashes nation-
wide during the July 4 holiday peri-
od possess a blood alcohol content 
of .08 or higher. 
"Too often, July 4 can be a dead-
ly and dangerous time on our roads 
because of impaired driving," Ris-
inger said. 
"That's why starting today and 
running through July 6, local depart-
ments will be on patrol to catch and 
arrest anyone who is driving while 
impaired." 
Risinger said that party hosts 
have to be careful in how much alco-
hol they serve their guests. 
If someone a host serves gets into 
a drunk driving accident, the host 
could be held liable under the Social 
Hosts Alcohol Liability. 
Risinger said a designate driver or 
a sober friend should drive intoxicat-
ed guests home. 
If someone is suspected of being 
drunk, prevent him or her from 
driving. 
The local crackdown is funded by 
federal traffic safety funds through 
the Ulinois Department ofTranspor-
tation's Divison ofTraffic Safety. 
The media campaign "You Drink 
& Drive. You Lose" is also a spon-
sor .. 
Bob Bajek can be reached at 581-
7942 or at rtbajek@eiu.edu. 
• • • • • • 
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Other views on news 
PAPER CUTS 
STAFF EDITORIAL 
Minimum wage still 
means meager living What if today, when you walked past your school paper's newsstands, all of 
them were empty? And what if there 
were no more editions - not just today 
or tomorrow, but forever? 
Students at the Mississippi Univer-
sity for Women may soon find them-
selves in a similar plight after MUW 
faculty decided to move its student 
newspaper, The Spectator, exclusively 
online and discontinue its print edition. 
The MUW faculty's decision to ax 
the print edition of1he Spectator can-
not represent their "vision for the 
future." It is instead a cowardly cop-
out intended to cut costs and curtail the 
editorial independence of its student 
newspaper. 
Even more disturbing than MUW's 
lack of foresight, however, is the fact 
that faculty members made the deci-
sion to move the newspaper exclusively 
online against the express wishes of the 
editorial staff of The Spectator. 
Editorial independence has always 
been and remains the cornerstone of the 
student press. It is vital to the function-
ing of a newspaper that its editors be 
allowed to control its content and over-
all direction 
We invite and encourage other col-
lege newspapers across the country to 
run this editorial or write their own in 
support of the staff of The Spectator. 
We also encourage journalism faculty 
members who value the freedom of the 
press to contact the MUW faculty and 
express their displeasure. 
Student newspapers serve as the 
independent voice of their respective 
student bodies. By eliminating the print 
edition of its newspaper and violating 
the editorial independence of its staff, 
MUW has effectively gagged that voice. 
We can only hope they will see the 
error of their ways- before its too late. 
-The Daily Mississippian 
Minimum wage was just increased 25 cents an 
hour in Ulinois to $7.75. 
Right now, thanks to the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, the base minimum wage for hourly work-
ers in this country is $5.85. On the 24th of this 
month, that rate will increase to $6.55, and next 
year it will increase to $7.25. 
It looks like we're ahead of the curve. 
The evergreen state leads the pack with a min-
imum wage of$8.07. That rate is adjusted every 
year for inflation. 
But for now, Illinois workers are paid nearly 
$2 more than the national standard. 
This sounds great, that Illinois workers are 
better compensated than most of the nation; it's 
true, we are, but try telling that to workers who 
live off minimum wage earnings. 
The Ulinois minimum wage increase means a 
salary of just over $16,000 for minimum wage 
earners. 
Coupled with 
the well-known 
that most employ-
ers keep workers 
just under full time 
so they don't have 
to dole out benefits 
means that $1 
yearly salary isn't 
very much. 
Rent, utilities, food, gas and other expenses 
add up quickly. 
Add to the mix just one child, and the remain-
der of workers' take-home pay is pretty much 
drained. 
Honest people trying to make an honest buck 
should not have to scrape to get by. 
Some of the critics of the wage increase say 
that it will primarily benefit teenagers who work 
part time. They say that a spoiled generation will 
just get a few more dollars in their paychecks to 
blow on whatever teenagers buy. 
A study from Northeastern University revealed 
that less than half the teenagers from households 
earning $75,000 to $100,000 had any sort of 
OUR VIEW 
• Situation: Illinois just upped the minimum 
wage from $7.50 an hour to $7.75. 
• Stance: This is great for workers surviving 
on minimum wage, but it is up to employers to 
pay a livable wage. 
summer employment. 
Unemployment is also up in Ulinois. Every 
one of the 12 metropolitan areas in the state 
recorded increases, according to a June 26 press 
release from the Ulinois Department of Employ-
ment Security. 
Invariably, many of the unemployed have fam-
ilies and dependents to support, so they are com-
peting for a paycheck. 
In many cases, they are adults who are relegat-
ed to working minimum wage jobs. 
The increase in 
Ulinois means about 
$520 more for min-
imum wage earners. 
But is this enough for 
workers who have to 
support families? 
Employers who 
can afford to pay 
more should. Not everyone get the opportunity 
to go to college and earn a degree. 
Even those that do have degrees often find 
that waiting tables proves to be more profitable 
than an entry-level position. 
Major media outlets scarcely fail to let us 
know that the economy is slowing a bit; some 
saying it is worse that others. 
In an increasingly individualistic society, we 
may have to shift to a more collective mental-
ity. If things do get as bad as some people say, 
cooperative living to varying degrees may be an 
appealing option. 
Perhaps the model of collective living that is so 
familiar to so many college students may be the 
best bet for after graduation and beyond. 
Especially for graduates who can't find work. 
Photo Poll: What do you think of the state of Illinois raising minimum wage? 
Morgan Davis 
St. Joseph, Ill. 
"It'll help me 
afford more 
things, like 
" gas. 
T. J . Evans 
Charleston, Ill. 
"I love it! I 
h . b " ave two JO s. 
Julie Lipperd 
Charleston, Ill. 
"It's good and bad. 
Everything else has to 
. ll " mcrease as we . 
Dorian White 
Charleston, Ill. 
"I feel it's only fair. 
As time goes on 
everything else is 
. . '' gomg to mcrease. 
Pat Tortorici 
Charleston, Ill. 
"M ore money. 
No problem :' 
DAILYi EXSTERN NEWS 
WWW.DENNEWS.COM 
JHURSDAY 17.3.08 
THOMAS STEVENS 
A cotntnent 
There's a new craze in town and every-
one is doing it. They're doing the com-
ment. 
It's not too hard. For this specific type 
of comment, you just sit and type a reac-
tion to a story. 
I've commented lots. Sometimes I try 
to be funny. Sometimes I'm serious or 
even mean. 
I've also read lots of comments. 
The best comments are the unexpect-
edly absurd, or the comments that turn 
out to be wildly popular and spark debate 
that takes on a life of its own. 
Remember the DEN story 'Man 
Exposes H imself at AJ's'? 
If you don't, the man in question 
turned out to be a stray barcrawler who 
interrupted some girls having a nice din-
ner. You can probably gather what hap-
pened next from the headline. 
Anyway, that story was wildly popu-
lar if the number of comments is any sort 
of measure. 
Since the time I began writing this col-
umn, there was one fresh comment on 
that story, which is pretty impressive con-
sidering the story itself ran March 5. 
The comments may even be more pop-
ular than the story at this point, with 
commenters rabidly attacking the previ-
ous or sticking up for the dissenter who 
left their opinion three or four comments 
back. I'm not quite sure how to categorize 
conversations that happen on wildly pop-
ular stories. 
I think it's hilarious that commenters 
try to outwit each other; it seems like they 
truly believe that because they understand 
the story and comment, they are a lit-
de closer to the story itself and somehow 
become part of the story. I have to admit 
that I am guilty of this. 
I'm also guilty of not commenting 
about the story itsel£ I comment on the 
ideas the story gives me; not so much 
about what the actual story is about. It's a 
shame how nasty some of the comments, 
especially on dennews.com can get. 
The student reporters are not profes-
sionals, admittedly. But they are working 
on it and have the courage to put material 
out for people to read, for good or ill. 
There's a pretty big debate as to wheth-
er or not commenters should have to 
leave their real name. I don't necessarily 
believe that they should. 
Anonymity is perhaps the best part 
of commenting as far as I'm concerned; 
it allows commenters to be much more 
honest. 
Unfortunately, commenters are more 
than honest. Some are just downright 
brutal. 
Oh well, though. 
It takes time for good writers to devel-
op their skills. In my opinion it's totally 
unfair to bash people who create: writers 
or otherwise. 
Just keep in mind that the best com-
ments are ones that discuss the stories. 
Not the comments that belittle and rip 
apart. 
That said, I know that I will get some 
flack for this article, but that's alright. 
Believe it or not, negative comments 
sometimes can be beneficial for the writer. 
They set sort of a bar: ifi can make 
this article good enough to not get any 
bashings, I've just about done my job. 
-Thomas Stevens can be reached at 
581-7942 or denopiniom@gmailcom 
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FROM FRONT PAGE 
"Universities like Eastern, West-
ern and some of the smaller state 
universities get a higher percent (of 
their budgets) from the state, but 
the percentage continues to go down 
because their costs continue to go 
up a lot higher than the state budget 
goes up," Edgar said. 
''lhat's a trend that I doubt you'll 
see a big nunaround," Edgar said. 
"Maybe you can slow that trend 
down if you have a governor who 
put a higher priority on higher edu-
cation, but I don't think you're going 
to see a turnaround and probably 
not even in the long term either." 
Steve Brown is the spokesperson 
for House Speaker Mike Madigan, 
and he said public universities abil-
ities to raise tuition make them vul-
nerable. 
"Sometimes what happens in 
regards to public universities is that 
legislators and state administra-
tors know those schools have other 
sources of revenue and the (institu-
tions) get pushed aside," Brown said. 
Brown agreed that competing 
programs are fighting for a limited 
amount of funding and that some 
organizations and institutions have 
more advocates that may be more 
influen rial than Eastern's supporters. 
"litis administration and gover-
nor Blagojevich feel more strongly 
in advancing health care then any-
thing else and I believe he's one of 
those people who see that universi-
ties have elsewhere to get its money," 
Brown said. 
Edgar said part of the reason 
that there's so much competition for 
funding is because of the state's fis-
cal problems that started with for-
mer governor George Ryan and were 
not immediately attended to when 
Blagojevich took over. 
"lite problems right now with 
our budget and why there's not 
money for low priority projects in 
the mind of the governor, like higher 
education, is that we never took care 
of our financial mess back in the ear-
ly part of this decade and we just let 
it get worse and worse," Edgar said. 
"If you think things are bad now, 
wait until next year." 
lite budget crisis has resulted in 
much finger pointing, without many 
tangible solutions. 
"litere's so much competition 
among the leadership," said Rog-
er Kratochvil, chairman of Eastern's 
Board of Tmstees. "I guess there's 
always been competition, but I 
don't remember it being as harsh as 
it is now, though. It's really based 
down to three people- the head of 
the House, the head of the Senate 
and the governor and it's a person-
al thing." 
Brown said there are legitimate 
concerns with communication lines, 
but he denied any personal grudges 
against Blagojevich. 
While Kratochvil encouraged 
stronger lobbyirlg, Edgar believes an 
outside entity would be needed to 
help students who are now paying 
the majority of the bills. 
"Even if higher education all 
stood up and roared and said, 'Gov-
ernor, you're mistreating us,' I don't 
know if they could change the pro-
cess," Edgar said. '1t would take 
people from outside higher educa-
tion to say, 'Hey, this is important to 
use too."' 
"The area that I think is the nat-
ural ally of higher education should 
be the business community of this 
state, particularly some of our bigger 
corporations that use the University 
Pets W e lco me! 
Individual leases! 
of IUinois, for example, to conduct a 
lot of research," Edgar said. 
Rose agreed with Edgar in saying 
community colleges are extremely 
valuable to their immediate commu-
nities because of varying labor pools. 
"But a lot of smaller business-
es use community colleges for job 
training so there's a natural alliance 
there that I think would be benefi-
cial for higher education to try to be 
given a little more priority," Edgar 
said. 
''I'm not real optimistic about 
it," he said. "I think it's going to 
take people outside higher educa-
tion, like the business community to 
say 'Hey, we can't continue to ignore 
higher education because that has an 
impact on out economic vitality."' 
During Edgar's last fiscal; year as 
governor, 1999, Eastern was appro-
priated $44,957,800 and smdent 
mition was generating $23,609,100. 
H is $3,087,400 increase from fiscal 
year 1998 to 1999 was more than 
any appropriations increase from 
Blagojevich. 
Tuition revenue has climbed 
$18,659,700 from fiscal year 1999 
to 2008, but state appropriations 
. Volleyball & Basketball Court 
• Washer & Dryer in each unit! 
Dishwasher in each unit!!! 
Spacious law ns and up to 
1600 sq. ft o f living space ! 
FREE Shuttle to and from class 
FREE Tanning- l ay d own & stand up 
FREE Cable, Phone , Internet & Water 
• C lub House Fitness Center & 
Game Room!!! 
Fully furni shed . Queen size b ed s and 
built in d esks!!! 
Up to $200 toward your e lectric bill!!! 
Pay re nt w ith Financial AidiU 
have only rose $4,231,400. 
'1n all fairness, things were going 
well in the state," Edgar said. "The 
economy was going well and we had 
spending under control, so we had 
money, but I do think there's a dif-
ference in priority from each gover-
nor and I don't think it's a high pri-
ority with this governor." 
Edgar was a 1968 graduate of 
Eastern. 
'1 probably put a higher priority 
on higher education, in part, because 
I came from a higher education envi-
ronment," Edgar said. '1 grew up in 
Charleston, I was a state rep that had 
Eastern in (my district), I graduated 
from a state university." 
Rick Kambic can be reached at 
581-7942 or at rwkambic@eiu.edu 
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AD Lickin' 
Good 
Call 345-1400! 
Located at 2316 Woodfall Dr. 
(behind Wai-Mart) 
Run an Ad at 
the DEN 
(217) 581-2816 
Still looking for a nice clean apartment close to campus? 
We have exactly what you're looking for . ... 
2409 8th St. 
1 & 2 Bedroom apartments available for 08-09 school year! 
All complete ly re modeled fully furnished apartme nts located 
right next to campus! 
ee~ll '"GOclcl:i" ~ox.a ~Ox.a@ J:)@~Ciils: 
217-3tWi-~022 
ththth.UJtique-p:PcpeP"Cies.:ue-c 
CLASSIFIEDS 
the daily_ eastern 
tor sale 
Matching couch and loveseat, 
blue with burgundy-gold design. 
Good condition. $75/0BO. 217-
348-7944, 217-218-1063 
________________ 7n 
Full size futon and frame $40.00, * 
Apple printer never used $80.00. 
1-217-898-9272 
_______________ 7/1 0 
• help wanted 
Senior Lady seeks Male(s)/ 
Female(s) for permanent p.t. job 
now thru fall. Duties: rearrange 
furniture, shampoo carpet, 
related odd jobs, bed on blocks, 
assemble wardrobe cabinet. Later-
storage unit work (truck helpful). 
FEMALES: specialized misc. light 
household odd jobs. Also, label/ 
shred fi les, errands, transportation 
to appointments. 348-1550, give 
name, avai lable hours (include 
Friday-Saturday), latter p.m.'s. 
Interview fol lows availability. 
________________ 7/8 
!Bar-tending! Up to $250/day. No 
experience necessary, training 
provided. 1-800-965-6520, ext. 
239. 
______________ 7/17 
f( ~ roommates 
Desperately seeking female 
roommate; close to campus, 
large individual BR, friendly 
roommates. For more info, please 
call 708-302-2693. 
______________ 7/17 
Looking for Roommates? 
Unique Properties is looking for 
roommates to fi ll bedrooms in 
several locations. All very close 
to campus, ful ly furnished and 
reduced rates. Call 217-345-5022 
for more information. www. 
unique-properties. net. 
______________ 7/17 
Female roommate needed at 
1075 9th St. Cal l 815-742-2100 
for more information. 
______________ 7/17 
Female roommate wanted for 20 
year-old female in Millennium 
Building, 5th Floor. Call 630-205-
6232. 
______________ 7/17 
Seeking Male roommate for 2 BR 
apt. $300/MO & half utilities (free 
water). 405-761-5026 
______________ 7/17 
1. NC, WID. $350 plus utilities. 
630-248-8844, 708-415-8191 
_______________ 7/17 
't' torrent 
2 BR 1 BA Duplex available j uly 
15th. Close to campus. Trash, W/ 
D included. 212 W. Grant. 618-
960-0264 
_______________ 7/15 
FALL 2008: HOUSE ON 12th St. 
GREAT LOCATION! WID, NO 
PETS. 21 7-508-4343 
_______________ 7/17 
5 OR 6 PEOPLE FOR HOME FOR 
RENT. 1/2 BLOCK FROM OLD 
MAIN. AMPLE PARKING, WID, 
NEWELY RENOVATED. $275 
PER MONTH. 847-921-3180 
7/ 17 
FALL '08: 2 bedroom house. 
Trash and lawn service included. 
No pets. $300/person/month. 
345-5037 
_______________ 7/17 
Large 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath house. 
Washer/Dryer. $285/MO, lease 
negot iable. 345-6967 
_______________ 7/17 
Reduced Rates! Unique Properties 
has reduced rates for all our 
remaining locations. All 3BR 
apartments are fully furnished, 
varieties in bedrooms and all are 
very close to campus. Roommate 
matching available. Call217-345-
5022 www.unique-properties. 
net. 
_______________ 7/17 
MAKE $2000 TODAY!!! FIND 
5-6 TENANTS FOR GREAT 6 BR 
HOME 1/2 BLOCK FROM EIU. 
RENOVATED, W/D. $250/MO. 
847-921-3180, eiurental1406® 
sbcglobal.net 
_______________ 7/17 
BIG! 2 BR apt., 1 1/2 bath, washer/ 
dryer. $325/peson. Includes gas, 
water, and trash. Interested, 345-
9422. 
_______________ 7/17 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments 
avai lable for Fall 08', completely 
remodeled, fully furn ished. Very 
close to campus & reasonable 
rates. 217-345-5022 www. 
unique-properties. net. 
_______________ 7/17 
FALL '08: 2 Bedroom house. 
Trash and lawn service included. 
No pets. $300/person/month. 
345-5037 
_______________ 7/17 
EXTRA NICE UPSTAIRS APT. 
208 1/2 6TH $500.00 MONTH 
CALL FOR DETAILS 549-8734 
1 BR available in a 4 BR, 2 Bath AVAILABLE NOW ! 
co-ed house on 6th St. August 7/1 7 
$. 30 per word for the first day 
$.10 per word for each additional consecutive day 
Non-student Classified Rates 
$.50 per word for the first day 
$.20 per word for each additional consecutive day 
Monthly Online classified adYertlslng 
available 
@ wwwdennews.com 
't' torrent 
ONE BR APT. 501 1.2 TAYLOR 
$350.00 PER MONTH CALL 549-
8734 AVAILABLE NOW. 
_______________ 7/17 
NICEST UNIT IN BRITTANY 
RIDGE: Roommates needed for 
Fall - starting at $199/MO. Agent 
interest. 1-800-747-1241 
_______________ 8/27 
Lincolnwood Pinetree Apartments 
has single & 2 BR apts. Great 
space, large closets, close to 
campus. Affordable rent. We also 
accept pets. Call 345-6000. 
_______________ 00 
CHECK IT OUT! 3 to 5 students 
- 4 BR house, newly remodeled. 
Full NC. Plenty of storage and 
parking, across from Old Main on 
7th. 348-8406 
_______________ 00 
5 Bedroom Apt. near campus 
available for summer ® $2751 
person and/or Fal l 08 ® $325/ 
person. NC, WID, trash included. 
345-2982 
_______________ 00 
Large 1 and 2 BR apts., extremely 
close to campus. Only a couple 
left. Great deal! 273-2048, 345-
6000 
_______________ 00 
3 Bedroom. apt. avai lable. Large 
rooms, central air, ceiling fans, 
water, & trash included. Buchanan 
St. Apts. 345-12 66 
_______________ 00 
3 or 4 BR. Spacious house 
available, 219 jackson Ave, near 
Square. Cal l 217-549-1957 
_______________ 00 
GREAT LOCATION! NICE TWO 
BEDROOM APARTMENT. 
WATER AND TRASH PAID. 217-
348-0209 OR 217-549-5624 
_______________ 00 
2008 FALL SCHOOL YEAR, 
NEAR OLD MAIN: NICE, 
COMFORTABLE 4 BEDROOM 
HOUSE. PARKING. 348-8406 
_______________ 00 
Roommate needed for Fall 2008 
to share 6 bed house with 5 girls. 
1 Block North of Old Main on 
6th Street. www.ppwrentals.com 
348-8249 
_______________ 00 
6 BR HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 1/2 
Bath, 2 1/2 car garage, HUGE 
yard! Next to Greek Court. $300/ 
person. 345-3353 
_______________ 00 
Studio apartments 2 blocks from 
campus on 7th Street. Call 217-
728-8709 
_______________ 00 
Clean 2 BR furnished apts. next to 
city park. Water, trash included. 
10 or 12 month lease. $265 each. 
549-1957 
_______________ 00 
VILLAGE RENTALS: 2008-2009 
Two BR apt. with large living room 
& fireplace, water included and 
1/2 of electricity. Pets welcome 
w/ pet dep. (217) 345-2516 for 
more information and appt. 
_______________ 00 
N ice 3 bedroom house. CA, WID, 
bar, off-street parking. Cal l 217-
202-4456 
_______________ 00 
2 BR apt., newly remodeled. New 
carpet, paint, WID. 617 W. Grant. 
Open immediately and Aug. 1st. 
348-3075 
_______________ 00 
Large 1 & 2 BR apts. avai lable 
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May 16th. Partial ly furnished, 
ideal for couple. Cat o.k. 743-745 
6th St. $365-$41 0/apt. Call 345-
6127 or 508-6596 
_______________ 00 
YOU' VE SEEN THE REST, NOW 
TRY THE BEST!!!! Campus 
Pointe Apartments offers 2 and 3 
bedrooms w ith individual leases 
AND roommate matching. Our 
rent includes CABLE, HI-SPEED 
INTERNET, PHONE, WATER, 
SEWER, AND TRASH. Plus, we 
give you $60-$75 toward your 
monthly electric bill!!! .. . AND 
THAT'S NOT ALL! We have a 
24-hour clubhouse that offers a 
tanning bed, fitness center, game 
room, and computer lab with 
unl imited printing. CALL 345-
6001 or visit www.apartmentseiu. 
com today! 
_______________ 00 
WHEN LOCATION MATTERS, 
come see PARK PLACE! 1, 2, 3 
bedroom units, f lexible rates and 
dates. Parking included. 348-
1479 
_______________ 00 
't' torrent 
_______________ 00 
OLD TOWNE APARTMENTS: 1, 
2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE TO 
CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO 
CHOOSE FROM. 345-6533 
_______________ 00 
New Four Bedroom Apartments. 
Extremely Close to Campus. 
Across from Lantz. Fully 
Furnished. Call Today for Lowered 
Rates. Grantview Apartments. 
345-3353. 
_______________ 00 
University Village: 4 bedroom 
houses, $450/per person. All 
utilities included. 345-1400 
_______________ 00 
FALL '08-'09; 1, 2 & 3 BR. APTS. 
WATER & TRASH INCLUDED. 
PLENTY OF OFF-STREET 
PARKING. BUCHANAN ST. 
APTS. CALL 345-1266. 
_______________ 00 
COME HOME to the Heights ® 
2nd & Lincoln. New rates! 1, 2 & 
3 bedroom/1.5 baths. Free garage 
parking, flexible lease dates. 345-
0936 
_______________ 00 
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash 
and parking included. Great 
location. Call217-345-2363. 
_______________ 00 
't' torrent 
(5) Three Bedroom Houses. CIA, 
WID, dishwasher, trash, lawn 
services. 345-3253. 
_______________ 00 
There is only one left at 1812 9th 
street. It has 4 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms, furnished, very nice 
and locally owned. Trash and 
guaranteed parking lot included 
with security lighting. Available 
August 15th, 2008. Please call 
and leave a message. 348-0673 
_______________ 00 
Summer/Fall 2008: 2 BR apt., 
2001 S. 12th St. and 1305 18th 
St. Stove, fridge, microwave, trash 
pd, $240-$425. Call 348-7746 
www.CharlestoniLApts.com 
_______________ 00 
Fal l 2008: 2 bedroom apt, 955 4th 
St., 7 blks from campus. Stove, 
refrig, microwave, dishwasher. 
Water and Trash pd. $250-
$450. Call 348-7746 www. 
CharlestoniLApts.com 
_______________ 00 
2 YEAR-OLD 3 BR 2 BA 
DUPLEX. EXCELLENT 
LOCATION. WASHER/DRYER, 
DISHWASHER, DISPOSAL. 
THREE VANITIES INCLUDED. 
CALL (217)493-7559 OR VISIT 
US AT WWW.MYEIUHOME. 
3 bedroom apt. for lease. 1 1/2 
block from campus. Available 
Aug. No pets. $325 per person. 
345-7286 www.jwilliamsrentals. 
com FALL '08 QUALITY/ COM 
_______________ 00 
2 Bedroom apartments for Fall '08. 
Trash, off-street parking, wireless. 
345-7286. www.jwilliamsrentals. 
com 
_______________ 00 
1 Bedroom apartments available 
August: $395/525 per month. 
Off-street parking, wireless, trash 
included. No pets. 345-7286. 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
_______________ 00 
4 bedroom house for Fall 2008 on 
1st St. Range, refrigerator, washer/ 
dryer. No pets! Cal l 345-7286 or 
go to www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
_______________ 00 
GREATLOCATION! EFFICIENCY 
AT 959 6TH ST. GREAT 
LOCATION, NO PETS. 345-
3951 . 
_______________ 00 
LOOKING FOR A BARGAIN? 
BRITTANY RIDGE 
TOWNHOUSES: 3-4 bedroom, 
$200 p/p. Refrigerator, stove, 
water, trash, central air. 234-
7368 
_______________ 00 
Private BR in nice 8 BR home. 1 
Block from EIU campus. FurnJ 
Unfum. Male Roommates. $425/ 
mo. plusutil. (217)-251 -1593. 
_______________ 00 
PRICE REDUCED: BRITTANY 
RIDGE TOWNHOMES FOR 
RENT. 3 OR 4 BR, 2 1/2 
BATHS, TRASH AND PARKING 
INCLUDED, FOR $200/EACH. 
348-5427 
CONVENIENCE. 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments. Washer & Dryer 
included. 1-2 blocks from 
campus. (217)493-7559 www. 
myeiuhome.com 
_______________ 00 
New apts. close to campus: 
Furnished or Unfurnished. Rent 
starts at $275/MO. 345-61 00 
www.jbapartments.com 
_______________ 00 
Close to campus: 3 bedroom 
house avail. 2008-09. CAw/ heat 
pump, WID, new carpet. 1 0-12 
mo lease. $900/mo. 549-5402 
_______________ 00 
Driftwood Apt. for rent: 2 BR, W/ 
D included, privacy deck. $585/ 
MO, 1 year lease. 345-2802 
_______________ 00 
SEITSINGER APARTMENTS, 1611 
9TH ST: Two bedroom apartment, 
completely furn ished. Avai lable 
spring semester. For information 
call 345-7136. 
_______________ 00 
3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES 
FOR RENT. Refrigerator, stove, 
WID hookup. Great deals for 
students. 234-7368 
_______________ 00 
NOW RENTING FALL '08-'09: 
Efficiencies, 1 ,2, and 3 bedrooms. 
All utilities, cable. and internet 
included. 234-7368 
_______________ 00 
BUZZARD ONE BLOCK: (4) 
Three Bedroom Duplexes, 
Efficiency Apt. CIA, WI D. ONE 
BLOCK NORTH OLD MAIN: 
Grads, Transfers, Faculty & Staff 
_______________ 00 
Yes, we have apartments for 
Fal l. We have clean, modern 
apartments close to campus. Off-
street parking is included so you 
don't need a parking permit or a 
shuttle. They are locally owned 
and locally maintained. Give us 
a call for an appointment, 345-
7286, or visit our website: www. 
jwi lliamsrentals.com. 
_______________ 00 
BEST BARGAIN ON CAMPUS: 
3 & 4 bedroom 2 bath apts. 
Furnished or Unfurnished. Rent 
starts at $275/MO. 345-6100 
www.jbapartments.com 
_______________ 00 
This Space 
For Sale 
• Prime Location 
•On Campus 
•Put Your business 
in front of 10,000+ 
Students 
Faculty 
Staff 
call the Den 
217-581-2816 
D We Specialize in apartments for ONE! 
D A few for Twosomes! 
D Neat 3BR house, w/d, ac! 
.Jim Wood, Realtor 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489- Fax 345-4472 
£Bt2r 
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Illinois Democrats face off in 
impeachment fight 
PEARLS BEFORE SWINE I STEPHAN PASTIS 
The Associated Press 
SPRINGFIELD--- Three of the state's gover-
nors have served time. Scores oflegislators and 
aldermen have gotten into legal trouble over 
the years. But lllinois politicians haven't seri-
ously considered impeaching one of their own 
- until now. 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich finds his enemies 
these days boldly considering impeachment. 
The enemies? His fellow Democrats. 
The tension boiled over recently when 
House Speaker Michael Madigan, the pow-
erful head of the state Democratic Patty and 
Blagojevich's main nemesis, circulated talking 
points to Democratic legislative candidates on 
how and why to call for impeachment hear-
ings. 
Specifically, it suggests excising "a tumor." 
"Criminal activity in the Blagojevich 
administration is no longer theoretical - it is 
proven," Madigan's memo says. "lhe first step 
to cleaning up the mess and getting the state 
back on track may be to remove the governor 
from office." 
The governor's aides downplay impeach-
ment talk, saying it's merely an effott by Madi-
gan to distract people from his role as a spoil-
er on key issues, including a state construction 
program. 
Fighting between Blagojevich and Madigan 
over the state budget and related issues have 
led to two long stalemates at the state Capitol 
and a lawsuit over special sessions. Madigan, in 
fact, refuses to meet with the two-term gover-
nor for any reason. 
The battle comes just a few years after Dem-
ocrats benefited from the fallout caused by 
the previous unpopular governor, Republican 
>> Brief 
FROM PAGE B8 
The Real Salt Lake will take on the Dyna-
mo in a televised MLS match the night before. 
The reserve division is an equivalent to an 
NFL franchise's practice squad. 
Earl helped lead the Panthers to a 23-13-5 
record while earning Honorable Mention All-
MVC during his last two seasons at Eastern. 
Earl will return to campus this fall for grad-
uate school, and will serve as a graduate assis-
tant in the Lantz academic center. 
Search for a swim coach 
According to Director of Spotts informa-
tion Rich Moser, Eastern is in the process of 
finding a new men and women's swimming 
coach. 
The search began June 1 when new Athletic 
Director Barbara Burke formally commenced 
her duties. 
When asked who the candidates were, how 
George Ryan. In 2002, Democrats took con-
trol of the Legislature and governor's mansion 
for the first time in a quarter-century thanks 
to the scandals that eventually landed Ryan in 
prison. 
An IUinois governor has never faced 
impeachment. Lawmakers considered 
impeaching a state Supreme Court justice a 
decade ago but didn't follow through. Legisla-
tive researchers could only find one impeach-
ment proceeding against a judge in the 1830s, 
which ended with no conviction. 
lllinois lawmakers have complete discretion 
to decide what merits impeachment. If the 
House votes to impeach, a trial would follow 
in the state Senate. 
"It may not fly with the public, but if they 
wanted a strictly political impeachment ... 
they could proceed," said Jim Nowlan, a for-
mer state lawmaker and senior fellow with the 
Institute on Government and Political Affairs 
at the University of Illinois. 
Impeachment talk statted among several 
House Democrats after allegations that Blago-
jevich had discussed a state board chairman-
ship with a top donor. The trial resulted in 
another Blagojevich donor and friend, Anto-
in "Tony'' Rezko, being convicted on 16 of 24 
counts of government corruption. 
Blagojevich has not been charged with any 
wrongdoing and denies the allegations. 
Madigan's memo, first obtained by The 
Associated Press, gave impeachment a push 
into the spotlight. 
It says the federal investigations into Blago-
jevich's administration have "significantly 
impaired his ability to do his job as governor" 
and reminds Democrats of what Republicans 
faced when scandal surrounded Ryan. 
many applied and when a decision could be 
made regarding the vacant position, Moser 
and Burke declined comment. 
The new swimming coach would replace 
former Panther coach Ray Padovan, who 
retired last season after serving as coach for 42 
years. 
Padovan said that his contract ran out two 
weeks ago. However, he finished the recruiting 
for the 2008-2009 academic year and hired a 
graduate assistant coach. 
Padovan said that there is no interim coach 
signed right now. He hopes the college will 
hire a new swim coach soon. 
"It becomes important to have (a coach) by 
mid-July because it will affect recruiting for 
next year," Padovan said. 
Complied by Sports Editor Molly Clutter 
and Sports Repotter Bob Bajek 
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Individual leases 
Private Bathroom tor everv bedroom 
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Water. Trash, Internet. Cable. Phone Included 
$15 toward month IV elecuic 
Gaming/Media Room with Nimendo Wii 
Fimess cemer 
Tanning Bed 
STATE 
56 .t~~o ... · -::::: ;:..:: :~ 
S£1 T ,jt:; O.:.JI'.! vi 
;: · T.1riJ.I;:.r ;:n:: 
c.;,I'Y:Ir 
.;z ~- e'lllno: ~ 
>35 : I:!J(I:I !:.to!l.l..o::O( 
18 \ ; ir>.! Vl)(h,.:. 
COURTESY OF MCTCAMPUS.COM 
The DAILY EASTERN NEWS SPORTS EDITOR s p 0 RTS WWW.DENNEWS.COM Molly Clutter 
THURSDAY 17.3.08 DENsports@gmail.com 
PANTHER BRIEFS 
Softball 
players win 
tournament 
Eastern's softball players Ange-
la Danca, Denee' Menzione, and 
Mdinda Jackson were all starters 
on the Aurora Raiders summer 
league. 
The Raiders 
won the 18-and-
Over North-
ern lllinois State 
Tournament 
championship 
during the last 
week in June. 
The Raiders Denee' 
went 7-1 at the Menzione 
USSSA-spon-
sored event to earn a berth in the 
18-and-Over Fast Pitch World 
Series (East), which is to be held 
the weekend of July 25-27 in 
Rockford. 
Danca played center fidd, 
Jackson played first base, and 
Menzione played left fidd along 
with third base. 
The Raiders outscored their 
opponents 45-10 during the 
eight-game tournament. 
Football e arns ranking 
The Eastern football team 
earned another preseason Top 25 
ranking in The Sporting News 
publication. 
The Panthers earned the No. 
16 spot this sea-
son. 
Eastern also 
had two players 
earn preseason 
All-American 
awards by the 
publication. 
Junior guard KEVIN COOK 
Chaz Millard was named a first 
team selection on the offensive 
line, and sophomore punter Kev-
in Cook was named the first team 
punter. 
Both of these players earned 
honorable mention All-American 
honors last year. 
Eastern was also named the 
preseason Ohio Valley Confer-
ence favorite with the Novem-
ber 8 game at Tennessee State 
named as the game to watch in 
theOVC. 
The Panthers finished their 
2007 season with an 8-4 record, 
and were ranked nationally as 
they made their third straight 
appearance at the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association's Foot-
ball Championship Series play-
offs. 
Earl suits up 
SUMMER CAMP I U PO ATE 
~------------------,.--~---------------
FILE PHOTO 
Men's soccer head coach Adam Howarth takes time out of practice to help sophomore defender Matt Crawley. The Panthers finished the 2007 sea-
son with a record of 12-6-3. Howarth will be hosting the boys advanced soccer camp July 6-10. 
Eastern teaches skill 
Advanced soccer camp to help improve players' game 
By Molly Clutte r 
Sports Editor 
Sunday will be Adam Howarth's eighth year 
hosting the Advanced Soccer Camp for male high 
school soccer players. College coaches from every 
level will participate in the camp. 
"We have coaches from Division II, Division 
III, NAIA, and about a dozen (Eastern) players," 
said Howarth, Eastern's head soccer coach. 
He will need all the help he can get with all of 
the kids signed up for the camp. 
"We have between 300 to 320 players signed 
up," Howarth said. 
The ages will range between 15 to 18-years-old 
with the grades ranging from ninth-12th grade. 
In the advanced camp, the players will be taught 
tactical strategies and a basic formation. 
"We have a theme for each week," Howarth 
said. "The theme for this week will be a 4-1-4-1 
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT I UPDATE 
formation." 
Howarth said that they teach the players the 
formation and explain the different roles of the 
formation. 
One of Howarth's favorite parts about the camp 
is the playtime. 
"I enjoy watching them play," Howarth said. 
Howarth also mentioned that he enjoys getting 
together with the other coaches, and seeing the 
improvements with the players. 
However, there are some difficulties that come 
along with hosting a camp. 
"There are lirtle things," Howarth said. "Inju-
ries are always an issue. There is also making sure 
everybody is where they should be, and making 
sure there are no behavioral problems." 
Players can come to the camp as individuals or 
as a team. 
The players who come individually are put 
together on teams, and the players who come as a 
team stay together. 
Some of the teams who have decided to come 
to the camp are St. Charles North and Dundee-
Crown. 
Howarth has already signed two players from 
St. Charles North. 
Midfielders Austin Andrekus and Mike Picinich, 
have both signed with the Panthers for the 2008-
2009 academic year. 
According to Howarth, Andrekus and Picinich 
have participated in the camp the last two years 
but they will not be joining the camp this year. 
One advantage the players have coming to the 
camp is the coaches. 
"The kids that come to the camp get to be seen 
by the coaches," Howarth said. 
This could improve the players' chances of com-
peting at the collegiate level. 
The camp will begin with registration on Sun-
day, July 6, and will conclude at noon on Thurs-
day, July 10. 
Molly Gutter can be reached at 581-7944 or mkclut-
ter@eiu.edu 
Burke planning ahead 
New athletic director working 
on long-term plan 
By Bob Bajek 
Former Eastern 
Earl has signed a 
short-term con-
tract with the 
Real Salt Lake 
of Major League 
Soccer. 
player Brad Sports Reporter 
Earl is cur-
rently in the 
middle of mak-
ing a transition 
BRAD EARL 
from player to volunteer assistant 
coach at Eastern. 
He is also serving as an intern 
with Real Salt Lake this summer. 
The contract will put him on 
Salt Lake's reserve division roster 
for the July 4 game against the 
H ouston Dynamo's reserve team. 
>> SEE BRIEF, PAGE 7 
New Athletic Director Barbara Burke has been 
on the job since June 1. Despite the short time 
Burke's been on Eastern's campus, she is already 
planning for the future. 
For the next four weeks, Burke is scheduled for 
countless meetings that fill her days. She said this is 
to make goals before the fall, and eventually imple-
menting a three to five year plan. 
One of the short term plans for the fall is trying 
to grow the fan base of the football and basketball 
programs to help generate more revenue. 
"We've got to get the information out there to 
(the community)," Burke said. 
For the extensive three to five year plan Burke 
is working on, she is presiding over a departmental 
evaluation. The evaluation will include the athletic 
budget, sports teams and facilities. 
She is artempting to consult the various depart-
ments and coaching staff. Burke has personal-
ly met with all the Eastern coaches and had gener-
al discussions with them concerning possible con-
cepts for the plan. 
"I have meetings with an external and internal 
staff separately for an hour each per week," Burke 
said. "We need to be transparent. A five year plan 
requires other college entities to be involved to 
make it work." 
Burke estimates the soonest the new athlet-
ic plan could be completed would be six months 
from now. 
The new athletic director said she is excited with 
the good opportunity for improvement at Eastern. 
She said she is hoping to grow and stabilize the ath-
letic programs on campus. 
''I'm coming in with a new administration at the 
institution that has raised the bar high," Burke said. 
The superior opportunity is one of the reasons 
Burke decided to apply as Eastern's Athletic Direc-
tor over North Dakota University. Burke withdrew 
her application as a NDU finalist in March. 
"The process (at Eastern) was much further 
along," she said. "I fdt like it was a stronger oppor-
tunity than North Dakota. I didn't want to lose this 
opportunity." 
Before Eastern, Burke was the deputy director 
of athletics and senior woman's administrator for 
10 years at the University ofWyoming. 
She also has 14 years of coaching experience 
with softball and basketball teams at five differ-
ent colleges. Burke is the ninth athletic director in 
Eastern's history, and the first woman serving full-
time in the position. She is signed for three years at 
a salary of$140,000 a year. 
Bob Bajek can be reached at 581-7944 or at 
rtbajek@eiu.edu 
